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EU Project 2012 ï 2014: ñEUROPE for its CITIZENS ó 
CONFERENCE ï RECKLINGHAUSEN in Germany 
THURSDAY 27th  MARCH UNTIL SATURDAY 29th MARCH 
2014 

Subject:    networking between twin towns  
 

Itinerary  Preston delegation  
 

Travelling days: Wednesday, 26th and Sunday 30th of March 2014 
 
 

Day /Date Time Action  Notes 
    

WED 
26.03.14 

12:10 Leave Preston to drive to Manchester Ringway 
Airport. 
Vehicles: Joan E6 JMB with Aasma & Fayyaz, 
Jürgen PN51 ZTJ with Julie, Paul & Tessa 
Park at Meet & Greet @ T1  

Booking 
confirmations: 
 
JOAN MW1G2833496 
JOHV MW1G2833505 

Tess & Paul turned up at the appointed time, parked Paulôs car in our drive and we set off, with 
plenty of time in reserve, to Manchester airport along the M6 and M56. Joan, Aasma & Fayyaz 
went separately in Joanôs car and we all met up at the Checking-in desk inside Terminal 1.The 
Meet & Greet car park is right in front of Terminal 1. Tessô idea to park there was a good one. 
We just stepped across the road to get to the desk.  

    

  
 

13:10 

 
 
Check-in time at Terminal 1   
                        for Flight: LH3433 (Eurowings)  

Reservation Codes: 
Fayyaz, Joan, Julie & 
Jürgen 
29TVKR 
Aasma, Tessa & Paul 
29PT8S 

Passport control and security ófriskingô was done quickly and, this time, pleasantly by the staff 
and hence I did not feel that my dignity was ócompromisedô as can happen. We all got together 
and had a leisurely drink before it was time to board the plane. 
    

 15:10 DEPART from Ringway Duration: 1hr 25 mins 

  
The plane (a Bombadier CRJ-900) was very comfortable and had plenty of leg-room. We did not 
feel that we were travelling economy class. We even got a sandwich and a drink .. whatever we 
wanted and the staff were courteous and professional. Very soon we were descending towards 
Düsseldorf, crossing the Rhine river and quickly dropping down onto the runway. By the time we 
got through passport control and found our way to the baggage caroussel, our luggage was 
already on its way to us.  
    

 17:35 ARRIVE  Düsseldorf International Airport (1 hr ahead of GMT) 
  Pick-up by Scholz Reisen 0049 2361 33883 or  

0049 179 10 180 33 & taken 
TRANSPORT 
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We only had a very short moment of ówhere is heô anxiety, when our driver approached us and 
smiling with some relief that I could speak to him in German. We then had a very long walk to 
where his mini bus was parked. On the way there he told me, that the airport authorities charge 
Taxi drivers an extraordinary amount of money just for the privilege of being allowed to pick up 
fares from the place. Our driver too had not much time to get us to his vehicle before his parking 
charge started to mount up. The weather was very pleasant  .. No wind and no rain, just 
sunshine and moderately warm. Soon we were on the Autobahn going East 

 

Interesting features: 
Noise and pollution barriers along the Motorway to protect 
residents from excessive noise and dust. We should have those! 

 

 

After about 50 minutes, we arrived in the centre of Recklinghausen (the medeaval walled city is 
still recognizable by the ringroad that used to be the moat). The last 100 yards we had to lump 
our luggage through a building site, because the huge shopping centre going up in the centre of 
the city is nearing completion and the roadworks are now in progress around this huge complex. 
The locals are complaining that it is totally out of scale for the size of the city. The hotel 
reception was friendly and since we were pre-booked and they had our passport details, we 
were given our key cards and we all dispersed to our accommodation. 
Arrive in the Hotel 
approx. at: 19:00 to the Barbarossa Hotel @ Löhrhof 8 

info@barbarossa-city-hotel.de  
www.barbarossa-city-hotel.de 
 

Phone:  0049 2361 30650 
 
Fax:   
 0049 2361 30665100 

Himmetullah (Himmet) waited for us in reception to escort us to the Brücke for our evening 
meal. On the way there we met up in the dark with Karl-Heinz Broß  and Gerd Böttcher, a 
former Navy comrade whom I met previously last July when I escorted a group of under 11 year 
olds to the 3rd SG Hillen Football tournament. Well, that was a surprise. He and Karl-Heinz 
played football together years ago and so I was pleased that they had met and Gerd, who 
brought his photographic equipment, tagged along with us into the Brücke where we were 
received with great cordiality by Carmen Greine, the Director of this unique Institution, Cllr Ulrich 
Hempel and a young intern, called Lea. To our great surprise, the delegation from Baia Mare in 
Romania was also there, and since we had met previously, we were indeed pleased to meet up 
again with Gabriela Hofer, Rodica Boros, Bogdan Gavra and Dan Carpov. 
 A very tasty buffet was served and we all talked long into the night,  
    

 20:00 Evening Meal at the Brücke  building (we can walk 

there) 

N°1 Willy Brandt Park 

  Mobile Emergency number:  
0049 151 61 33 60 89 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Animated conversations 

 
 

Carmen Greine, the hostess 

 
 

My smartly turned out Navy buddy Gerd  
 

   

mailto:info@barbarossa-city-hotel.de
http://www.barbarossa-city-hotel.de/
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Aasma in conversation with Alex, James and 
Dan ... 

 
Fayyaz talking with Julie, Joan and 
Himmetullah 

 
Tess and Paul are befriended by Gerd 

 

 
Joan, Julie, Lea, Fayyaz & Himmetullah 

 

 
Paul, Ulrich Hempel, Gerd, J & Karl-Heinz 
Broß 

 
Carmen & her Romanian Delegation 

 
 
 

THU 
27.03.14 

Free 
morning  

Breakfast and getting to know the place ... 
Aasmaôs contacts  .. still to be decided ... 

 

The breakfast room is right on top of the building, the 6th floor. There was plenty of variety and 
the service was pleasant and without fuss.  As I mentioned before, the front of the hotel is taken 
up by a building site, i.e. they were installing the infrastructure, e.g. sewers, drains and utility 
services. I was fascinated by the entire goings on and was amazed by the colour of the sand 
which seems bright yellow in this region. Julie & I waited for Kristina (a reporter of the local 
paper, the Recklinghäuser Zeitung) to arrive so that we could acquaint her with Aasma. She 
duly turned up at 10:00 oôclock and we walked into town where we found a very nice caf®. 
Aasma and Kristina got on extremely well and soon they were in professional mode, 
interviewing each other, or so it seemed. Kristina brought a copy of her newspaper that was of 
great interest to Aasma. Carmen turned up in due course and soon it was time for lunch at the 
Maroush Restaurant next door to the hotel, actually.  

  
A 
grandstand 
view over 
the building 
site from 
our 
balcony ... 

 
Excavating a manhole position with a grab ... 

 

 
It did not 
take long 
before  
the trench 
potection 
could be 
installed .. 

 
Kristina & Aasma in interview mode ... 

 
Kristina explains the layout of her paper The tea comes with an egg-timer ... 


